
COMPOSITION 11      Name ____________________ 
CHALLENGE 1       ____________________ 
 
A man left home one morning.  He turned right and ran straight ahead.  Then he turned 
left.  After a while, he turned left again, running faster than ever.  Then he turned left 
once more and decided to go home.  In the distance he could see two masked men 
waiting for him.  Who were they? 
 
Answer__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Sid Shady was working for a large construction company that was very concerned 
about employee theft.  Someone tipped company security that Shady was the man to 
watch.  Each night, he passed through security with a wheelbarrow full of scrap lumber, 
discarded electrical wires, and chunks of concrete.  The security guards checked the 
contents daily, but could find nothing of value.  What was Shady stealing? 
 
Answer__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
There was a shipwreck at sea and Buck, Lance, and Jack were washed ashore on a 
small island.  Upon reaching the shore they promptly fell asleep from exhaustion.  A 
short time later, Buck awoke and saw that a box of bananas had been washed ashore.  
Buck ate one third of the bananas and went back to sleep.  Lance soon awoke and 
upon seeing the box of bananas, ate one third of what was left and then fell asleep.  
Jack woke next and assumed that the other two hadn’t eaten any bananas, so he ate 
one third of what remained.  When Jack had finished there were eight bananas left 
over.  How many bananas were in the box originally? 
 
Answer__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Ben and Carl were in a 100 metre race.  When Ben crossed the finish line, Carl was 
only at the 90 metre mark.  Carl suggested they run another race, but this time with 
Ben starting ten metres behind the starting line.  All other things being equal, will Carl 
win, lose, or will it be a tie in the second race? 
 
Answer__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Two mothers and two daughters were fishing.  They managed to catch one big fish, 
one small fish, and one fat fish.  Since only three fish were caught, how is it possible 
that they each took home a fish?  
 
Answer__________________________________________________________ 
 



ENGLISH 11       Name ____________________ 
CHALLENGE 1       ____________________ 
 
A man left home one morning.  He turned right and ran straight ahead.  Then he turned 
left.  After a while, he turned left again, running faster than ever.  Then he turned left 
once more and decided to go home.  In the distance he could see two masked men 
waiting for him.  Who were they? 
 
Answer BASEBALL CATCHER AND UMPIRE 
 
Sid Shady was working for a large construction company that was very concerned 
about employee theft.  Someone tipped company security that Shady was the man to 
watch.  Each night, he passed through security with a wheelbarrow full of scrap lumber, 
discarded electrical wires, and chunks of concrete.  The security guards checked the 
contents daily, but could find nothing of value.  What was Shady stealing? 
 
Answer WHEELBARROWS 
 
There was a shipwreck at sea and Buck, Lance, and Jack were washed ashore on a 
small island.  Upon reaching the shore they promptly fell asleep from exhaustion.  A 
short time later, Buck awoke and saw that a box of bananas had been washed ashore.  
Buck ate one third of the bananas and went back to sleep.  Lance soon awoke and 
upon seeing the box of bananas, ate one third of what was left and then fell asleep.  
Jack woke next and assumed that the other two hadn’t eaten any bananas, so he ate 
one third of what remained.  When Jack had finished there were eight bananas left 
over.  How many bananas were in the box originally? 
 
Answer 27 
 
Ben and Carl were in a 100 metre race.  When Ben crossed the finish line, Carl was 
only at the 90 metre mark.  Carl suggested they run another race, but this time with 
Ben starting ten metres behind the starting line.  All other things being equal, will Carl 
win, lose, or will it be a tie in the second race? 
 
Answer CARL WILL LOSE 
 
Two mothers and two daughters were fishing.  They managed to catch one big fish, 
one small fish, and one fat fish.  Since only three fish were caught, how is it possible 
that they each took home a fish?  
 
Answer THERE IS A DAUGHTER, MOTHER, AND GRANDMOTHER 
 
 
 


